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SkanPresby Press 
Skaneateles First Presbyterian Church welcomes 
The Reverend Jenna L. Heery. 10/28 & 11/4, 2018
Reverend Heery was recently ordained to a validated 
ministry serving the families of organ donors at Finger 
Lakes Donor Recovery Network, where she asks 
families in moments of crisis if their loved one would 
have wanted to be an organ donor and then journeys 
with those families through the donation process.  In 
the year 2017, Finger Lakes Donor Recovery Network 
helped save 211 lives through the miracle of organ 
donation.  
Previously Jenna also has served as a hospital and 
hospice chaplain, as a youth pastor, and as a chaplain 
intern for the backside workers at Churchill Downs in 
Louisville, KY.  
Jenna lives in Auburn, NY, with her husband Patrick, 
who is also a Presbyterian minister and their two 
beloved dogs, Darby and Charlie.  Jenna and Patrick 
also are excited (and exhausted!)  Brand-new parents 
to a precious four-month old little boy whom they 
adopted when he was born named Emerson!

The 11/11, 2018
REV. JAMES MOORE  Reverend Moore, and his wife, 
Banu Moore, were ordained in 1997 in the Presbytery 
of Philadelphia.  They have always served as co-
pastors - in Nebraska, then to New York State: 
Jamestown, Pulteney, Hammondsport, Corning, 
Scipioville, and now Auburn.  He has a Bachelor’s 
degrees in Political Science and Bible.  They both 
graduated from Eastern Baptist Seminary in Philly 
(later renamed Palmer Seminary).  If you want to see 
his sermons online, with the 
occasional interesting pictures, 
you can go to www.zebraview.net 
(forgive the commercial!).  Among 
other things, Reverend Moore likes 
Mexican food, Star Trek, and snow 
(though not driving in it).  His NFL 
teams: Dallas Cowboys and Miami 
Dolphins.  His NHL team: 
Nashville Predators.

The Advent Season is the first season of the new 
liturgical year. Advent means 'Coming' in Latin. 
This is the coming of Jesus into the world. 
Advent is marked by the color purple. Purple is 
the color of royalty and the sovereignty of Christ, 
demonstrating anticipation of and reception of the 
coming King.  

The four weeks of Advent are marked by Hope 
(or promise), Preparation (waiting or prophecy), 
Joy (peace), and Love (adoration). 
 

http://zebraview.net/
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Ruling Elder William Porter 11/18, 2018
A member of Park Central Presbyterian Church, 
Syracuse. He has served the Presbytery for 15 
years, serving as Chairman of the Mission & 
Strategy Committee of the Presbytery and the 
Committee on Ministry. He is in his 31st year as a 
lay preacher, having served 35 churches, and 
attended First Presbyterian Church while spending 
summers on Skaneateles Lake.

Reverend Banu Moore 11/25, 2018
Co-paster of First Presbyterian Church, Auburn 
along with her husband Rev. James Moore. She is 
an oblate of St. Benedict and along with James 
founder and director of St Lydia’s Place — 
ecumenical portal for study, teaching, nurture and 
practice of Christian spirituality. She creates mixed-
media art, loves cooking (especially Gordon 
Ramsay worthy dishes), reading and watching 
Hallmark. She strives to live by Annie Dillard’s 
words — “How we spend our days, is of course, 
how we spend our lives”. 

Reverend Dr. Virginia “Ginny” Smith 12/2 - 12/9, 
2018
Retired Presbyterian Church (U.S.A) clergy, most 
recently as the Associate Executive Presbyter for 
Ministry in Chicago. She received her Master of Divinity 
from Princeton, and Doctor of Ministry from McCormick 
Theological Seminary, Chicago. During her 26 years as 
an ordained Minister, Ginny served in Syracuse, NYC, 
and Hopewell NJ.  Ginny has received Professional 
Certification in Spiritual Gerontology from the Johnson 
Institute in St. Louis, Missouri. She is also on staff at the 
Spiritual Renewal Center, Syracuse, NY, as a spiritual 
director and workshop leader.  She currently serves on 
the Ministry Work Group (Committee on Ministry) of the 
Presbytery of Cayuga-Syracuse. She and her husband, 
the Rev. Dr. Richard W. Smith, also retired PC (USA) 
clergy, have 3 children and 8 grandchildren and live in 
Camillus.
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“With all your heart you must trust the Lord and not your own judgement 
Always let him lead you, and he will clear the road for you to follow"                  
                                                                                    Proverbs 3: 5-6

Interim Pastor Search
The ministry work group will be appointing a liaison to our church who will help in the search for an 
interim pastor. We will form a group consisting of 1 or 2 session members along with representation 
from the congregation. The session appoints the group of 7 or 8 people. The transition team will 
write a ministry information form (MIF) which will apply to the interim period only. The transition 
team interviews and recommends a candidate. The session does the hiring and approves the 
contract. This is not approved by the congregation. The contract is for one year, renewable for a 
second year. We would like people to think and pray on whether they can make this commitment. 
The meetings weekly. We would like to have an idea of interest by the next session meeting on 
12/10 and after prayerful consideration, have a formalized team ready to start work in the new year.

December Pastors
Dec 2 - Reverend Ginny Smith
Dec 9 - Reverend Ginny Smith
Dec 16 - Ruling Elder William Porter 
Dec 23 - Ruling Elder William Porter 
Dec 24 -
Dec 30 - Reverend Jenna Heery 
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Men’s Brunch November 11, 2018 honoring Veterans 
We had a wonderful men’s brunch to honor and support all of our men and women Veterans and their families 
who served our country. 
With the assistance of Teresa Motz, we invited Lynn Fox, Community Outreach Director for Clear Path for 
Veterans to take part. She gave us an overview of their organization and mission as well as their many support 
services and activities. They provide various services to over 500 veterans at their retreat center, which is 
located on 78 acres in Chittenango. 
In addition, Cindy Meili, Veterans Service Outreach Coordinator for the Town of Skaneateles joined us to 
discuss her role in helping and assisting our local veterans. Cindy is married to a career Air Force officer who 
is stationed at Hancock Field, and her son is on active duty with the Air Force. Cindy has office hours in the 
Town Hall. 
Feedback from attendee’s: 
Lynn and Cindy —  So many thanks for making our Veterans Day celebration such a success.  You both had 
meaningful messages for our folks. I have spoken with several who were there and they felt it was important 
to learn  more about both Clear Path and Skaneateles Outreach.  Coincidently there was a wonderful article 
the Post Standard about Melissa Spicer and Clear Path.  Again our most sincere thanks, Dave. 
Thanksgiving Day Volunteers at Clear Path 
On Thanksgiving Day, several members of our church, Sandy and Bill Nichols, and Marianne Sherman also 
went to volunteer and serve our Veterans at Clear Path and share and listen to stories of the men and women 
who served our country. 



!5

This year, the Ecumenical Community Thanksgiving Service was held at 4pm on Sunday, November 18 
at Skaneateles United Methodist Church. Members of al the congregations in Skaneateles and other 
members of the community were invited to attend this opportunity to gather together to offer God thanks 
and praise for all God provides for us. 

Father Richard Dunn brought the message, and Kip Coeper, ChM directed the “combined” choir.  
Members of the Skaneateles Ecumenical Clergy Association also led worship, and local saxophonist, 
Marty Klueber played to enhance the worship service.  

How to Observe Thanksgiving  
(by Georgia Cate) 
Count your blessings instead of your crosses; 
Count your gains instead of your losses. 
Count your joys instead of your woes; 
Count your friends instead of your foes. 
Count your smiles instead of your tears; 
Count your courage instead of your fears. 
Count your full years instead of your lean; 
Count your kind deeds instead of your mean. 
Count your health instead of your wealth; 
Count on God instead of yourself. 

Mission Statement for 2019:

We are a family of believers, called to inspire and empower each other.
As a center for Christian thought and action, the Mission Committee of
First Presbyterian Church of Skaneateles expects to bear witness to the teachings
Of God through Christ, to peace, justice, respect for all persons, integrity and
stewardship of our resources.

Our goal will be to build spiritual energy within our congregation and community
in order to be a more faithful and loving Church
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Community Advent Study 
A Light in the Darkness 

  

  

4- week study Thursdays, Nov. 29- Dec. 20, 7 pm 
at Skaneateles United Methodist ChurchDelve into 

the Advent/Christmas Season and winter 
celebrations of World Faith Traditions.  

Discuss the need for light in a “dark” world and how that is expressed in 
various cultures and traditions in connection with the longest night of  
the year, the Winter Solstice. 

Join Rev. Dr. Joellyn Tuttle and appreciate how “Light” is featured in 
the festivals of  Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, and Diwali; and in the 
Haudenosaunee storytelling tradition.  

Explore the similarities among these celebrations and deepen your 
understanding about the Advent/Christmas Season.  

This class is open to adults in the community. 
To register: call the church office 315-685-5963. 

Skaneateles United Methodist Church, 26 Jordan St. is handicap 
accessible. 

Parking is available in the municipal lot directly behind the church 
building. 
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Upcoming Dates 

Dec 1 - Lakeside Artisans - all day 
Dec 1 - Hanging of the Greens and pizza dinner starting at 5:00 
Dec 2 - Christmas pageant 
Dec 9 - Congregational Meeting 
Dec 12 - Women’s Evening Circle - 6:30 Molly Rhoads house 
Dec 13 - Presbyterian Women at noon 
Dec 16 - Masterworks Chorale performing Handel’s Messiah at St. James - 4:00 pm 
Dec 24 - Christmas Eve services - 5:00 pm (family friendly attire) and 9:00 pm (with 
communion) 

Volunteers Needed to help with Continuing Education for our Youth 
Please volunteer a little of your time to help further the education of our youth in nursery school, 
youth, and high school.  WE NEED YOU! 
In efforts to streamline and coordinate communications to all parents of children and youth, the 
Christian Education Committee and Mission Committee are putting together an email group of all 
parents. Please watch your inbox for Christian Education updates.  If you don’t receive an email, 
please forward your address to Peggy. 
The nursery is also in need of quilted baby explore mats. Please donate if you have any to spare.  
Thank you! 
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Stewardship Committee 
Greetings from your Stewardship committee. Yes, we’re here again at an interesting and somewhat 
frightening time in the life of First Presbyterian Church of Skaneateles.  Our transition period happens to 
coincide with stewardship time when we need all of our dedication the most. 
Our recent financial history tells a troubling story about our pledging, giving, and adherence to our pledges.  
Currently we are falling behind our expenses at nearly $5,000.00 per month.  We usually catch up some 
towards the end of the year so if you’re a bit short on your pledge please get up to date so we don’t have to 
reduce our reserves so drastically.   
We know our expenses will be above normal in this transition period since we will be honoring Craig’s 
dissolution package as well as paying temporary supply pastors and soon (we hope) an interim pastor.  
Normal inflation and some pressing property maintenance issues also will require all of us contributing more 
with both finances and talent to sustain First Presbyterian as a viable conduit of GOD’S work in this 
community and beyond. 
We will soon be sending your pledge cards.  As you contemplate your contribution please reflect on what 
First Presbyterian has meant to you in the past and on what you hope for GOD’S Church to mean to your 
future. 
As some of you have known, and now all of you do know, for the past few years the Stewardship and 
Finance committees have been the same.  That isn’t the way most churches work.  We would appreciate some 
help with these tasks.  Stewardship means more than just writing a check.  Some of your talent as well as 
your treasure would be greatly appreciated and we’d welcome your input.   
Our appeal two years ago was enthusiastically met with a substantial boost in number of and average amount 
of pledges but this year we fell short of our goal.  We hope that all of our congregation will recognize our 
situation and react accordingly.   
We’ve done it before and we prayerfully believe we can do it again.  We thank you in advance!  

Manor News - November 2018 

The big news this month is the back driveway has been 
repaved, the turnaround expanded and there is now room for 
more parking.  It is no longer necessary to back out on to 
Genesee St. 

Robbin decorated the Manor for Halloween.  Duane purchased 
some strobe lights and haunted music.  He, Kate and Josephine 
dressed up to welcome the trick or treaters. 

There is always a puzzle in the works and recently they 
completed a very difficult one of King Ludwig ll’s  
Neuschwanstein Castle.  They glued it together, decoupaged it and hung it on the wall.   
Every second Thursday Byron Lee entertains at the Manor from 3:45-4:45. He has a beautiful voice and 
accompanies himself on the guitar.  We extend an invitation to come and join the residents for this event.  
Although it is not necessary, a call to the church to let us know you are coming would be helpful.  
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Mission News 
The Mission Committee thanks everyone for their donations of peanut butter and jelly for the “Spread the 
Love” Drive – we collected 58 jars!  Special thanks to the Travel Group for their generous donation!! 
We are currently selling  Eastern Farm Worker’s Association (EFWA) 2019 ART calendars – suggested price 
$20.00  
Donations:  $1,000 to Manor for repairs, $500.00 Disaster Relief and $100.00 Clear Path for Veterans. 

Eastern Farm Workers – Report – November, 2018 

During this month the donations from the Skaneateles Presbyterian Church were greatly appreciated. 
Also we had a great Halloween Party - in fact Dave Graham came and made a donation and helped out. 
We had an in-kind donation of the Artwork showing our Salina St. address for the purpose of putting it on our 
Holiday card.   We received a donation from Hanson’s for the printing of our Holiday Card. 
On 11/13/18 we traveled to Freeville NY to a large farm to get sign-ups to join as well as to provide medical 
intakes with one of our volunteer doctors. 
With our advocacy we have had a large number of heat and power shutoffs to address as the weather is getting 
worse.  We have also had a Guatemalan woman and child who came across the border in Texas and asked for 
asylum.  She indicated she had a place to stay in NY until her hearing and was released with an ankle tracker.  
The ankle tracker has caused chaffing of her skin which has been pretty serious so we got a Doctor to look at 
the injury and treat.  We have also tried to get her legal help for her hearing but we are still working on this 
because there are so many of these issues.  We have been able to secure daycare for her child while she works 
since she is a single mother. 

Presbyterian Women of the Congregation 
We are meeting monthly for the purpose of fellowship and outreach.  On Thursday, December 13th , the 
Bible Study group will meet at noon in Dobson Fellowship Hall for our annual Christmas potluck luncheon 
and Lesson 4 of the study guide “God With Us”.  Please bring either a main dish or salad and dessert will be 
provided.  A short business meeting will follow to plan for the coming meetings in 2019. 

Donations of canned green beans for the Food Pantry Christmas dinners can be left in the Sims room 
baskets.  50 cans are needed by December 10th. 

Save the Date:  Wed., January 16, 2019 for Annual Brown Bag Luncheon   Matthew House Auburn  NY  
Speaker,  Angela Ryan 
  
The Evening Circle will meet on December 12th at 6:30 at Molly Rhoads’s house for a potluck Christmas 
Supper.  Please bring favorite dish to pass and the recipe to share.   

This circle will be continuing a mission project that involves collecting items for the Frazier School in 
Syracuse.  Break Bags for Grade 2 students will be delivered before the February winter vacation.  The bags 
will provide art supplies, puzzles, books, socks, and granola bars.  A list of donations will be posted after the 
holidays.	
Outreach Opportunities:  Frazier School   Break Bag supplies 
Samaritan Center   Household Goods   EFWA  Winter	clothing
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Birthdays - Nov/Dec 
Chad Rogers 11/1 
Ginny Fennessy 11/2 
Marna Plank 11/4 
Caroline Bernazzani 11/5 
Dick Poppa 11/5 
Greg Hinman 11/9 
Carol Ackles 11/9 
Julian Corsello 11/14 
Julia Marshall 11/18 
Maureen Soderberg 11/18 
Claudia Lambdin 11/25 
Ann Fey 11/26 
Dolores May 11/28 
Tom Hancock 11/30 
Mary Miller 12/3 
Victoria Fennessy 12/10 
Don Volz 12/13 
Alex Davidson 12/14 
Dave Graham 12/17 
Bill Allyn 12/21 
Skip Plank 12/25 

  
Anniversaries  
Skip & Carol Gassler 11/23 
Karen & Sky Graham 11/28 
Bev & Steve White 12/13 
Jan & Ralph Jurgensen 12/17 
Margie & John Sutton 12/18 
Kristin & Joe Bernazzani 12/21 
Cindy & Greg Hinman 12/22 
Marna & Skip Plank 12/31 

New Members 
Irv Beimler 
Jordan & Chris Bruna (sons Luke and 
Joey) 
Joan Thomsen 

* If your birthday OR Anniversary is in 
November/December and you do not see 
your name, or some information is 
missing or incorrect,  please email…  
info@skanpresby.org 

Current Session of First Presbyterian Church of 
Skaneateles  

Class of 2018  
Mary Margaret Biss - acmm.biss@gmail.com 
Cindy Dempsey - dempsem@msn.com 
David Graham - dgraham1217@gmail.com 
Doug Hamlin - doug.hamlin@spinforward.com 
William Frank - willfrank432@yahoo.com 

Class of 2019 
Kay Kratz - kskraatz@hotmail.com 
Skip Gassler - skip1028@msn.com 
Donna Volz - pimme96@aol.com 
Michele Wheatly - mwheatly@syr.edu 

Class of 2020 
David Churchill - dachurchill54@gmail.com 
Doug Wood - woodllc@gmail.com 
Ron Beavers - cwrr01@verizon.net 
Clerk of Session: Maureen Soderberg - msoderbergmd@icloud.com 

Moderator, Pulpit supply 

mailto:revbolivar@skanpresby.org
mailto:revbolivar@skanpresby.org
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If you have a picture that you 

would like to submit please email it 

to info@skanpresby.org 
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First Presbyterian Church 
97 E. Genesee Street 

Skaneateles, NY 13152 

Phone: 315-685-5048 
E-mail: info@skanpresby.org 
Website: www.skanpresby.org 

Peggy Surdam, Business Admin/Treasurer 
Bruce Osborne, Organist / Music Director 

Susan Grady, Bell Choir Director 
Brian Ackles, Vocal Choir Director 

Eddie  Hernandez, Sexton 
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